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ORANGE COUNTY, CA (September 8, 2020) - It’s official - the County of Orange has 
moved from the Purple Tier to the Red Tier as a part of the State’s Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy.  “This is a significant achievement for the County of Orange and a 
testament to the hard work and dedicated efforts of everyone involved in getting 
us to this point,” said Supervisor Lisa Bartlett. “We need to get our economy 
moving again in a manner that protects the health and safety of Orange County 
residents, and at the same time, allows people to get back to work,” she said.  

The move enables certain business sectors, such as restaurants, shopping centers, 
retail, hair salons, barber shops, etc. to re-open immediately and expand in-door 
operations with certain modifications.  

“The key to moving forward lies in our ability to remain vigilant in our efforts to 
stay healthy and keep COVID-19 at bay,” said Bartlett. “Our case numbers and 
testing positivity rates are moving in the right direction and we need to sustain 
this trend, so we can continue to push forward, safely and efficiently – it’s time,” 
she continued.  

A new blueprint for business sector re-opening was unveiled by the State on August 28, 
2020, which includes a color-coded, tiered system that will use two metrics to measure 
the novel coronavirus: spread rate and test positivity percentage. 

The tiers are designated by four colors: purple (widespread), red (substantial), orange 
(moderate) and yellow (minimal with the lowest restrictions).  

Counties must remain in each tier for a minimum of 21 days. The State’s new website, 
www.COVID19.ca.gov, will track the metrics, show an interactive map and list business 
sectors open by each county. 
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For Orange County to remain in the Red Tier, it will need to continue to meet the State’s 
metrics of four to seven COVID-19 cases per 100,000 residents per day and a positivity 
rate of between five and eight percent.  

Assuming the County can remain in the Red Tier for 21 days, it is then eligible to 
transition to the Orange Tier – Tier Three – provided it meets the metrics for moving to 
Tier Three. 

“I am hopeful and encouraged by today’s action and will continue to work hard on 
behalf of the residents and businesses in my district, so Orange County can once 
again thrive and come back even stronger than before,” said Bartlett. 

 
### 

 
 

Supervisor Lisa Bartlett represents the Fifth Supervisorial District which includes the 
cities of Aliso Viejo, Dana Point, Irvine (portion of), Laguna Beach, Laguna Hills, Laguna 
Niguel, Laguna Woods, Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, Rancho Santa Margarita, San 
Clemente, San Juan Capistrano, as well as the unincorporated areas of Coto de Caza, 
Ladera Ranch, Las Flores, and Wagon Wheel and the communities of Emerald Bay, 
Rancho Mission Viejo and Stonecliffe. 
 


